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CLARKSVILLE, TENN., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1876.

CHRISTMAS GO0ODS!
SURI | “S—

We take pleasure in announcing to our numerous friends
and evstomers that our stock of a;ods for the holiday trade
is unusually large and varied. e enumerate a few of the
leading lines:

Handsome Presentation Books,

Juvenile Books, to suit all ages,

Toy Books, in Muslin and Paper

Hymn Books, in every style of ﬁinding,

Billes, Family and Pocket size,

WritingliDesks and Work Boxes, in rosewood, ma-
hogany, and satinwood, plain and inland with pearl and
ivory

)élove and Handkerchief Boxes in sets and separate,

Photographic and Sterescopic Views,

Pocket Books, in Russia, calf, seal-skin and Turkey
mMOoTroeeo.

Pearl and Shell Card Cases.

Japanese Goods.

PICTURES.

Photographs of Statuary, somethiny, new and handsome,

PAPETERIES.

Beautiful assortment in elegant boxes, suitable for presents.
Above list gives buta faint idea of the extent and variety
of our stock. “We cordially invite all to call and examine
our goods and prices before making their purchases.
' Respectfully,

OWEN & MOORE.

Dee 2, 1876-tf

—

WHISKEY!
WALTER M’"COMB & CO.

HAVE NOW IN STOCK A LARGE BUPPLY OF

R AUG EON'’'S
Celebrated

Rrobertson Co. Whiskey,

FOR WHICH THEY ARE SOLE AGENTS, SOME OF IT
VERY FINE.

VERY OLLD AND

“I'hey have also the following other brands of fine Robertson County Whiskey:

Garrett’s 3 years old !

Greenbriar, 3 years old !
Scales & Darden 3 yrs. old!
Lineoln Co., 1 to 3 yrs old!

TIHEY HAVE

Peach Brandy 2 yrs. old!
Apple Brandy 4 yrs. old !
French Brandy 10 yrs. old!

A N De-

Wines of All Kinds!

!

GENERAL
COMMISSION MERCHANT !

CLARKSVILLE, TENN.
R, O

our attention to my large stock of
Wagons, Buggies, Wheat Drills, Hay Rakes, Bells, Plows
of all kinds, Sorghum Millg, Cider Mills, Pumps and Tub-
ing, Double Shovels, Thomas Smoothing Harrows, Wheat
Fans, Corn Shellers, Road and Pond Scrapers, Spring
Seats and Breaks for Farm Wagons, Sporting and Slgleing
Wagons, all kinds, Steam Engines and Separators, p-
ers and Mowers, Cutting Boxes, Single and Double Trees,
Choice Northern Rye, Orchard Grass, Blue Grass, Herds
Grass and Timothy Seeds, Winter Oats, F eedin? Oats,
Bran, Corn, Flour and Lime, Ete. Orders promptly filled
at Lowest Prices. Call and examine, All goods are war-
ranted. Very Respectfully,

T. . B URK E.
Sept 30, 1876-tf.

I desire to eall

%R McCoy 5;
403;‘ ) &0

/j
HAVE NEW CROP
LOUISIANA

SUGAR & MOLASSES
Yz

d o’é’

,S'
CROP by

———

' G. N. BYERS

ALWAYS KEEPS ON HAND A

COMPLETE STOCK

—0 F—

DRUGS and PAINTS

TOILET ARTICLES,
SCHOOL ‘BOOKS AND STATIONERY,
Tobacco, Cigars and Liquors,

And he ssks of both retail and wholesale purchasers to call and examine be-
fore purchasing elsewhere, [June 23, 1876-tf.

— -

Walter Me(Comb & Co.|

Aung. 12, 18761
|

J.0. KENDRICK.

J.H PETTUS. W.P. HAMBAUGH.

KENDRICK, HAMBAUGH & CO

Tobacco Salesmen, |
CENTRAL WAREHOUSE,

FIRE-PIROOF,

CLARKSVILLE, = TENNESSEE.

LIBIRIZATLT, ADVANALRES ON TOBACCO.
O
WE REFER BY PERMISSION TO
Messrs, M. H. Clark & Bro ¥, G. lrwin, Esq.
!1-.1:_'1'. N. h--:n:---i_\-, Prest Northern Hank, A, Howell, Unxhier lilunk-n_fl‘lurl-;n‘!li--.
= B Beanmont, Pres't First Natiopal Bank., W.S, Polndexter, Cashier Franklin Bunk
L B .

Walter McComb & Co.

ITAVE A LARGE STOCK OF

Fresh Peaches,
Tomatoes and

Fresh Packed Cove Oysters,

Pine Apples,

And Sardines,
AND LARGE SUPPLY OF

Very Fine Cheese.

October 25, 1576-f.

STOVES, TINWARE, HOUSE-FURNISHING G00DS,

CHINA,GLASS AND QUEENSWARE.

U — - —— -

WALTER McCOMB & (0.

HAVE IN ADDITION TO THEIR

LARGE STOCK OF (OTHER WHISKIES,

SOMEVERY FINE

OLD BOURBON

October 28, 1876-tf.
e

New Crop. 0. Molassess,
NEW CROP RICE,
New Rasins, Prunes, Cur-

rants, Maccaroni, Cheese,

Fresh Canned Peaches,
Pine Apples, Tomatoes,
Cove Oysters, Salmon and
Sardines, Ete. For sale
Cheap by

 Keesee & Northington.

re now in recelpt of the largest stoek and most complete variety of above Gomls
¥ Lt ught to Lhis city, which they will sell, at wholesale or retatl as

KINCANNON, WO0D & CO.,

LOW AS ANY HOUSE IN THE WEST ! “JOB PRINTING,

Special Attention to Roofing and Guttering.1
[CES LOW. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. Come toO the Chronicle Office.

PR
Murs

I 21, 1XT3-LT

November 4, 15876-tf.

—_— -

I wOU WANT

OF ANY KIND,

.“ - - “ m i =
Sitnation-<Reve

disoussion in many quarters so li

to mislead the public mind that L as
space in your columns to present some
views upon the su ;

The extremities of the country, the
Btates of the Northeast, Northwest
and the Pacific, have adhered to the
Republican party, but with the great
y of the country this is otherwise.
Of the twenty-three Btates thatlie to-
gether south of the lakes, containing
thirty million of people, ouly three
{Peunsylpania, Ohio apd Illinois) have
shown any desire to continue that par-
ty in power; aud the popular vote of
these three States gives a blican
majority of ouly sbout 30 (little
more than their propertion of Federal
ofice-holders), while the Democratic
majority in the rest of those States,
even if Florida, Soutlhy Carolina and
%uimana be excluded, exceeds 600,-

There was no genépal cause why
these three disputed States should, not
like the S:ates about them, seek to be
rid of the purty in power. What Mr.
Pinchback, at the Uigeinnati Conven- |
tion, styled the “corretftion - and mis- |
manngement which b
the South at the hag
adventurers ' had wun
the whites and mug- of the blacks
:rinn that party. t itmay be that
e first count of the slection in Flor-
ida and South Carolina, collected and
returned by the Republican officials,
is 80 close that the electoral votes of
those States n:_l;y be saccess oy -
to appear as if given for Hayes an
Whagl.:r. Of course the Demoecrats
will protest sgainstsuch a result as
frauduleat. here one party owns
the judge, jury and withesses, the other
party is liéely to desphir of justice.

But in Louisiana the case is differ-
ent., The late election there has been
conducted by officials appointed by

States supervisors ; and the election
thus conducted, aceording to the re-
turns from those officérs, shows a ma-
'g:rity in the State, as now reported, of

009 for the Tilden electors, This
result, it is announced, the Returniog
Board will reverse. Should it do so
the effect will, it is claimed, be to will-
fullimd wickedly annul the verdict
of the people of Louisiana.

fully made | aff

registration had bro
New Urlaa‘n]: ncnd had left them :}th sl
womarn, ;
Kellogg, in connection with United | proccedin o oo i trbdua
tion, but ff
Jjurisdiction to that end. They then
caused to
board the duplicate of those returns
from the office of secretary of State
together with the tally sheets, oll
lists, &e., filed there accordi
These duplicates eorraspondl:c? exact]
with thealleged resultof the compileg
returns which the said woman had

ing a tive majority, to the
pervisior arrived inmgo' :orii
:'Imt for b lm:.. nhl d i
ay for him rn an

them, Adter six o'clock he came snd
refused then to receive the returos
because the tweaty-four h

il
Returning r

Democratic majori

it, thas choosing

presentatives of the parish.

In Ra parish the returns elect-
ed all three Conservatives to the Leg-
islature. - When the proofs closed, the
ounly proof before the roing Board
was the affidavit of the United States
supervisor that the election was in all
respects full, fair and free. Itwasnot
known in the parish that any contest
existed against the members. They
left their homes and procesded to New
Urleans to be present at the opening
of the *Lag:;l:tm, no intimation of
contesting seats or objection to
their eiection having been by
their opponents. At oue of the

all the Republican members elected | P™

from that parish. When the papers
ot the ing Board were produced
before your committee there was found

smong them an affidavit by Mr. Wells,

the president of the board, declaring

that intimidation had existed at the

polls, and the returns should, there-
fore, be rejected. The jurat to this
davit was without date, and it tura-

ed out that Wells was not in the par-

ish &t all on the election day.

HOW CONSERVATIVE MAJORITIES ARE
WHITTLED DOWN.

In the parish of DeSoto the returns

: showed a Conservative elested by over
REVERSING LOUISIANA'S VOTE. 1,000 majority.

The supervisor of
t the returns to

to compel their produc-
e court held that it had no

be produced before the

to law.

0
waited th - the

i
To understand this it is necessary to | produced, and of the facts undisputed
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If 1o be counted _
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was not he who was to count,

And what could be more unreasona-
ble than that the Viee President, who,
by our system, is deprived of all real
power, and is only an expectanoy pro-
vided for the contingency of a Presi-
dential wvacaney or incapacity, who
more frequently than any other officer
of the goveanment has been himself a
eandidate for the Presidency, should
alone possess the unqualled power of
deha;m:ninﬁ:-ho is elected to be ex-
ecutive of this great pation ?

Eight times already has the Vice
President been one of the candidates
for the Presidemcy voted for by the
electors, and to be sounted in or out
as votes were received or rejected.
“Would the House asked Mr.
Clay, on the objection te the vote of
Missouri in 1821, “allew the Vice
President singly and alone thus virtu-
ally to decide the question of the le-
gality of the vote?’ And no one
then pretended that it wounld, ** The
Constitation,” Mr, Clay further said,
“ requires the two houses to assemble
and perform the highest duty that
could devolve on a public body, to as-
certain who has been elected by the

the Vic Presi: {5

.-il"'-c-'”" igs alope, to voluntaril

[ll!llall ﬂﬁ: The Constitution has hr
that thers has ﬁ no cleotion ﬁ i

President by the electors, nor b‘ f.

thhold

the form of the language shows thatit |}

Wt

it h w althoagh
Bees of eac , althoug .

ng the to count the electoral
abaegate
‘agree in advance (o comour
hesitation in any objectiou the other
on.ula m!gll::"dum——h-nﬁ;lht;rnudiw; B0
utterly o to the and duty
of a logisfnﬁn body and of the oaths
of its membors as to be inadmissible.

_If then, neither house has Uonstita-
tional power to receive and count the
electoral votes against the objection of
the other, it ean be of no importance
to that question whether the joint rule
be now repealed or not.

. Bo, too, the fact, that when objec-
tion has been raised to any vote from
either house, the hwm hns at once
scparated to pass, each hy and for its-
elf, upon the objection, showe their
opinion of the necessity «f a voncur-
renee of both houses in receiviog and
counting electoral votes; and that,
without such conourresve, neither
house of itself, nor the joiut conven-
tion, was competent to receive and
count the vote objected to. 1If, us
been thought by some, the joint'con-
vention eonld act as a distinet bod
and decide upon the votes to be counted,
then in February next the result will
depend on the action of the Democrats,
as their majority in the present house
much exoceds the Republican majority
in the Senate,

But how can a vote, to be received

recall briefly the history of that State.
Such histories are aptin these days, to
be forgotten.

On the-dth of December, 1872, the
governor of Louisiana proclaimed the
result of the preceeding November
election, and declared the Conserva-
tive, or McEuery, ticket elected.

“ UNDENIABLE FACTS."

The Legislature thus chosen was to
meet at the State-house on the 6th of
December. During the night of the 5th
the United States District judiaf Du-
rell,issued an order directingthe United
States marshall to take possession o
the State-house and preveot the as-
semblage of this Legislature. That
order was executed by the aid of the
Federal troops, the meeting of the
Legislatare was thus prevested, and
and their Republiean competitors, with
Kelloge for governor, were by the
troops put into possession of the State,
“ These facts,” said the Judiciary
Committee of the HRepublican House
of Representatives in the Forty-third
(Congress, ** are undisputed.”

Of course this order was utterly il-
legal and void. 1tconferred no ri%ht.
wer norauthority whatever. [If Mr.
forgan should claim to be elected «t
the eiection in this State, and the
chief justice of Capada should, on
New Years's eve, issue an order di-
recting the United States marshal to
put him into possession, and the mar-
shal should do this by the aid of Fed-
eral troops, Mr. Morgan would belinzl
as lawfully made governor as Kellogg
was. This is undeniable.
DURELL'SORDER WITHOUT PARALLEL.

I say undeniable, because, first, the
the Judiciary Committee of a Repub-
lican Senate pronounced Durells's or-
der ** without parallels,” and declared
that it was * impossible to conceive of
& more irregular, illegal and inexcnsa-
ble aet.”” And the Judiciary Commit-
tee of a Republican House declared it
to be the * most flagrant offense and
abuse of authority, destructive of
every principle and right, in the high-
est degree dangerous to Republican
government and a high crime and mis-
demeanor under the Constitution of
the United States” (43 Con. H.
Hep., 73¢), for which crime and mis-
demeanor they recommend that Darell
should be ml[éqnehad. Whereupon
Durell resigned his office and escaped
impeachment.

Of the members of the committee
who dissented from the recommenda-
tion, Judge Poland did so because he
thought f)ure!l's order, though ille-
al, mor corrupt; and Mr. Lyman
remain subsequently recanted and
declared it deserved impeachment (Re-
cord, January 7, 1876, p. 321), while

T

minority report on the state of the
South (i{ecord, February 23, 1875, p.
1,657), in which he, Mr. Whbeeler and
Hoar declare that Durell's ™ grder and
the canvass in the interest of Kellogg
were of no validity, and entitled to no
respect whatever.” Andit is the gov-
ernment thus fraudulently and unlaw-
fully gstablished” which' remains in
power. ()nee the Federal troops were
withdrawo from Lowpisisns apd the
McEnery government was thergypop,
and by common cousent of the peo-
people, put in power.

GOVERNMENT BY BAYONETS.

The Federal troops were then re-
turned, and McEnery deposed by them
and Kellogg restored ta the govern-
meunt, which, by theaid of those troops,
he still retains. In the words o
Messrs. Hoar, Wheeler, and Frye, * it
is only the national government that
keeps Kellogg in place for an hour.”
(Congressional Keeord, February 1,
1875, p. 1,647.) )

Now, this Returning Board of the
Kellogg government claims the power,
upon pretense of intimidation at any
po!ling place, or other pretense, to ar-
bitrarily reject the whole vote at such
polls, a rejestion for which there is no
reliet and from which there is no ap-

al.

Ooly this automn Governor War-
moth said, at dinner in Conneoticut,
that the Returning Board was the
greatest politigal contrivance ever in-
vented and that “ It was due to the
genious of Mr. Billings,” the gentle-
man who inspired Durell’s midnight
order, and who was by Genearal Grant-
appointed Durell'ssuccessor. And that
tﬁis board will so exercise this arbi-
trary power as to annul the people’s
wish is believed, because the.verg men
whp pow compose theHeturning Board
did that very thing ip 1874. Accord-
ing to the report of the spemal pom-
comittee on the state of the South of |
the Forty-third Congraas (Rep., 261): |
“ The people of the State of Louisiana
did, in November, 1574, fairly have a
free, peaceable and full registration
and election, in which a elear Conser-
vative majority was eleeted to the low-
er house of the Legislatyre, of which |
majority the Conservatives were de:
prived by the unjust, illegal and arbi-
trary sction of the Hetarning Board.”
10w THE RETURNING BOARD DOESITS

WORK,

Lot me recapitulate here pome of

people to administer the national con-
cerns. locase of votes coming for-
ward which eould not be counted the
Constitation was silent, but, fortunate-
, the end in that case carried with it
. : e means., The two houses were
the registrar of elections was not prop- | ealled upon to enumerate the votes for
erly qualified, of which the only proof | President and Viee President. Of
was that he had failed to forward his | course they are called u to decide
oath of office to the secretary of State | whature votes.” (Annals Cong., p1,-
—although there was no pretense that | 150).

theelection was nota fair representation ut whatever may be thought of
of the will of the people—the whole | this, as an original question, it may
vote of the parish was rejected. | well be claimed that the practice of

Q_roof was also submitted to the board.
Nevertheless, the board refused to
count the vote for that parish. So
in Wion parish, where 404 Conser-
vative and 2164 Ragubliun votes.
were cast, upon a verbal protest that

f Soin Terre Bonne parish, where there | the Government has settled the inter-

was & conservative majority, it was | pretatiom of this clause of the Consti-
proved that the commissioners of elec- | tution.

tion, through misappreheasion of their Never since the Government was
duties, enclosed all the returns in the | established has any Vice President as-
ballot-boxes and deposited them with sumed to count an electoral vote, ex-
the clerk of the court, with whom the eept as the houses permitted ; and nev-
law required the boxes to be left. The | er onee, in all the twenty-three eleo-
judge of the court t.hqrenpon issued a | tions decided, has a Vice President
mandamus commanding the clerk to | failed to withold or to prevent returns,
take the votes from the boxes and for- | or to reject or snnounoce votes, as the
ward them to the mmug of State, | houses directed.

¢

which was done. Nevertheless, the THE ESTABLISHED PRBCEDENT.

board rejected the returns from these ¥ .
olls, thereby giving the parish to the | Asat the time of the first election
f{a there was no Vice President, and a

ublicans, I
fhese cases were, every one of them, | person had necessarily to be appointed
to count the votes, that occasion may

cases of the rejection of Conservative .
votes, by which rejection Republican | beaprecedent. Butin 1793 the House
members were elected. raised a joint committee to ascertain

eolorud

ceeded the true colored vote,
wholly in the hands of the Kellogg
officials, with whom a

£l All ex

Of course men who will thus aet |and report “the mode of examini:‘f

Il. Experi-
ind of proof

tate

essional committee
he ** was appointed at the instance of
Kellogg, that be isned 500 duplicate
registration papers, to negroes who
voted on them, and that, after election,
he forged 1,314 affidavits gurporting
to come from negroes denied the right
to vote by the Demoeratic party."” o
which, among other kindred evidence,

E. | the Returning Board found Kellogg
elected.

MULTIPLYING THE COLORED VOTE.
I know that it is said that Louisiana

ought to be a Republican State, be-
cause

the black population exceeds
the white; but such is not the fuct.

And here [ again quote from the second

report of the speeial Committes on the

South (Rep., 261): “ The census of

1870 shows 87,076 whites and 86913
males over 21 years of age.
All the statisties and evidence before
us has indicated a change in this pro-

Mr. Frye's view will be found in the portion i favar of the oolored vaters.

The registration was ingorrect, and ex-
It was

Republican
gommittes, with Marshal Packard at
their head, co-operated. Iu only three
parishes did even the Republican su-
pervisors of registration make any
complaint of the registration. Un
the other hand the Conservaties spec-
ified, with proof| 5,200 cases of eonce-
ded fulse registration {u New (jrlsaps
alone, and " thesg Uousgrvatives, who
had been co-operating in joint party
committee to secure a fair registration
gave up the effort in despair.” ‘_&nci
then the report, after giving various
reasons why the blagks natyrally yoted
the Conseryatiye tickgt ogndluded;
rience shows that the result
of theeleotion of 1874 in Louisiana,
as returned to the Returning Board,
was natural ; and to be only aceounted
for by the reasons we have given. ln
fact, after the visit of the first com-
mittee and the revisit of the special
committee, the Kelloge party, with all
their machinery for collecting evi-
dence, were unable to produce in the
entire State more than half a dosen
persons to testify to anything impeach-
ing the freedom of the late elections

who were not office-holders or connee- |

ted with office-holders.”” * We un-
derstand the committee to be unani-
mous in finding the fact that the a.olt:n
of the Retarning Hoard has defeated
the will of the people as expressed by
them at the polls on the 3d of Novem-
ber, 1874."

Thus it ought to be seen that there
is no just ground whatever for the pre-
tense that Louisianashould have gone
Republican, nor for the complaint that
the Kellogg officials, in the returns
that have been made, did not sufficient-
Iy keep down the Democratic majority.

WHAT I8 THE REMEDY?

Assuming, then, that after the elpe:
toral vote of South Carolina lﬂd’ Flor-
ida shall have been counted for Hayes,
the “ Returning Board of Louisiana
will, without just csuse, reject, upon
pretense of violen the vote in
enough Demoeratie distriets to give

3 1
ol i, Sy,

as elected, let us consider what wil
then be the hwf:hl‘ and regular ooq;u
of proceedin, t we may consider
what if any. lawfal remedy for that

the actions of this Retarniog Board,

b 1l yemain.
" 3.: rllm mon; Wednesday in Feb-

will do anything, and it would there- | the votes,” and. in accordance wi
fore make no difference whether the | their report, named tellers

real Democratic majority in Louisians | the Senate and one for the H
was 10,000 or 30,000. This board | wh |
claims power to consider the subject | Vice President broke the seals of the
of intimidation at any poll, and upon
proof satisfactory to them to strike out
the whole vote at that
ence has shown that any ! ;
will be satisfactory to them; and proof | state of the vote, which list was read
of some sort is not diffigult in a € ;
in which one United Btates supervisor | President decided the result accord-
admitted to a Con -

one for
ouse, and
when the houses were assembled the
returns, handed them to the tellers,
“who, having examined and ascertsin-
ed the votes, prepared and presented a
list to the Vice President ngowing the

to the two houses, wherenpon the Viee
ingly.” b

And this may be said to have been
substantially the method ever since
pursued. On some occasions the re-
cords are fuller and more significant
than others. For instance, in 1797,
the Viee President, John A(‘.‘lms. said:
“By the regort which has been made
to me by the tellers appointed by the
two houses to examine the votes, there
are seventy-one votes for John Ad-
ams,” &o., stating the result, and then
he proceeded, *'In obedience to the
Constitution and law of the United
States and to the command of both
houses of Coogress, expressed in their
resolutions passed in the present ses-
sion, I declare John Adams elected.”
In 1817, when, in the ease of Indi-
ana, the objeotiou was first made to at-
tempt to decide the question, but the
house at once withdrew to consider it.
In 1821 the houses diregted how the
votos af Misseurl should be apnoun-
ced, and they were announced accord-

ingly.

%n 1857, on n suggestion that the
whole of the sertitieates need not be
read, the Vice President said that un-
der the rule of the houses appointing
tellers, he considered thatthe count-
ing of the vote devolved upoun the tel-
lers, and the decision of what shounld
be read rested with them.

In 1865 the Viee E:ﬂidﬁllt refused
to open the returns hud received
from Louisiana and Tennesses, bo-
cause so directed by the houses,
1n 1872 be opened the returns and
accepted withoutremark the decisiong
of the House, by whicr}q he yates from
Geur(izt A‘r} nsug and Lonisiana were
rejected, and the vates of Migsissippi
and Texas counted agaivst objection.
And any one who will read the de-
bate in the Senate on February 6, 1865,
on the adoption of the joiot rulein re-
gard to counting the electoral vote will
see how generally the idea that the
Vice President had, even in the ab.
sence of legislation by Congresa (as
Judge Kent thought), “(f tn’wor aver
the goynt, was repudiated by senators
of .both partiee,

BOTH HOUSES MUBT CONCUR.

But, if the counting of the votes be
by the Constitution vested in the twa
houses of Congress, it fallowa unavold-
ably that they must both concur in the
count.
Itis » pecessary and elementary
principle that when a power 1s given
to two to be exercl by them con-
jointly both must concur in its exer-
cise. It is the essential feature of our
system of government that both houses
must concur in every act of legislation.
Every such sct by ooe house with
the concurrence of the other is of no
validity. To then give one house the
yvital power of determining, along and
ithogt the concurrgnce af the other,
t'h. electaral vote, would be agsinst
the whole spirit of our system.
Indeed, when this article of the
Counstitution was reported to the Con-
vention by the committee of Kleven,
it provided for the return of the votes
to the ident of the Benate to be
o in the presenpe of the Benate
alone, ng “then and there counted;"”
and if there was no election the Se
was to choose the President. This, on
the vote of ten States to one (Dela-
ware), was altered te_election in that
contingency by House of g?v&
sentatives voling by States, re-

and counted by two, be countad unless
they agree? To be sure wo pould al-
ways take the lowest count. But, to
that extent, they do agree; beyond
that, and so far as they do uot agree,
there can be no count.

And so must it result either that
electoral votes ean not be received or
counted without the assent of both
Houses of Congress, or that a Vice
President can count a President in,
arbitrarily, and in defiance of Con-
gress; or else that ei bouse can
slove direot that votes shall be receiv-
ed, which, in the case of a double
vote, might necessitate the sbsurdity
of counting both returns, and the vote
of the Btate both ways.

I submit that alternatives so absurd
leave us with no other conelusion than
that electoral votes can be received
and eounted only with the concurrence
or permission of both houses of Con-

ml?:doub!edly the duty of receiving
apd counting the electoral vote is a
high_constitutional duly, which the
members of (ongress must exercise
upon their cousciences and onths of
office; out of that duty thay are the
judges, and forits dischnrge the Con-
stitution has not made them respousi-
ble to any power on earth,

HOW A FRAUDULENT RETUARNING
BOARD MAY BE DEALT WITIL

Azsuming, then, that the Returning
Board of Louisiana will reverse the
popular verdict of that State, will it be
conclusive upon the houses of Congress
or is there any fuct, beyond the face of
the returns, of which the houses can
take notice? For instance, it is cer-
tainsy known that Massachusetts has
chosen Hayos eloctors, They will

resently mect and vote for Hayes,
guppose that by some fit of insanity, or
the perversion of memory, which Mr,
White calls “heterophemy,” the glerk
who isto engross the certificates should
write “Tilden"” iustead of “Hayes,"”
and that this should be overlooked
while the certificates were signed and
until opened before Congress, would
the houses be concluded by that mis-
take or might they take notice of the
historical fuct, and at least reject the
votes for Tilden if they could not
count them for Hayes 2

Atanyrate the houses have done
similar things. o 1857 they took no-
tice that the meeting of electors of
Wisconsin had beea prevented by
storm on the day required by law, and
directed the vote te be separately
counted. In 1872 un the objection of
Mr. Geo. Hoar, that Mr, GLoele was
dead, sud had died before the Electo-
ral College of Georgia met, “sud so
was not & person within the meaniog
of the Constitution, this being a histor-
ic fact, of which ﬁ‘m two houses may
properly take notice,” the votes of
tFeorgia, east for Greeley, were rejected.
At the same time the Sevate refused
to receive or consider an amendment
deelaring “that the fanctian of the two
houses was minigtesial merely, and
independent of the question of the ef-
fect of the vote,”

But whether the houses might prop-
erly take notice of this arbitrary act of
the Returning Board ; whether, having
permitted the Presidont tq set ups
military government without authority
of law iy Louisians, the Federal Coa-
gross are now powerless to ge behind
any falso returns of the electoral yote
which that goveroment, though kept
up now ounly by military force, may
make and ascertain the true result of
the popalar vote, would not the Con.
gress at Jeast have power la take uno-
tice of the publio fact that the vote
returned by the Kellogg electors was

ot the lawfal vote of the State of

ouisiann, and so0 decline to receive
asud count it? :

What occurred in 1873 may, if the
Returpin rd arbitrarily reverse
the popular verdict in that State, oo-
cur again. After thay election the
Gree electars, acting upon the re-
surns showing their election, wet and
oast their votes for Gratz Brown, which
McEoery certified, while the Grant
elcetors, acting upon the returns of
the Ratamilivl}mrd. met und voted
for Grantand Wilson, which vote Kel-
logg certified ; and both sets of votes
were, by the separate apd affirmative
aﬁ‘mﬁi‘unh of the h::}mt:{ ?::

1] Oongms. ec
directed not 4o be and were not count-

out | ed

WILL LOUVISIANA HAYE CONTESTING
ELBOTORS

So now, the Tilden eleotors, acting
on the duplicate returns made by the
Kellogg officials to the secretary of
Sm:e.'fhowinx s majority for them of
8,009, with a oertifioats of their sp-
pointment from Goav. McEoery, ml}’

eet and vote for Tilden aud certify
meir votes ; while the Hayes electors,

certified by Kellogg, will meet and vote

for Ha And if the houses of Con-
Benate mlmldm simply upon the Be-

Ni:mdent of both votes
ted. If the House of Rep-
resentatives should, for any cause, re-

lve to t the eleotoral vote of
that_ State for Tilden, it would be for

Mr.

ﬁ.‘.
theu either Mr, Til E

glected or thero will be no sleetion of

resident. And it will then booome
the immediste duty of the House

Wutivm luiu the s di-

on of the Conlllhtion.s pro-

by the vote

'b;cdto hoose a President
0

L
each State Ilui?-ﬂwh.
and if Br. | -bo_lll be
chosen President he will be |
absolutely in strictest complinnee with
all the provisions and forms of law,

| and will be as abeolutely nod lnwfully

President as_any man ever was, Bo,
"I‘OT if the House should choose Mr.
Widen, :

cidivg whether to make or wi

such notification, to judge of that fact,
but has left the House the sele jadge
of the ha of the con
ealling forits action, As one of the
counters of theelectoral voto the House
must pecessarily know w

vole has resulted in a choice, mad, wo
k;alwhl:ll. does ai)t mlin_nu] noti -
o act. Accordingly,
Cosltitation, provided Tor s nediee:
tion to the House, it would have been
to make ity aetion in that respest de-
pendent ou some other judgment of
the bappening of that eonti v
than its own. DBut jostead it leaves
the House to ast upon its own kaewl-
edge, independont of the action of any
other person, and directs the Housein
that contingency, of which it neces-
sarily has koowledge, and is itself to
be the judge, to prooeed to chose a
President.

And to whom could the question of
whether the power was 1o be exersised
be so ﬂruﬁnrly committed as to the
body which is to exercise the power,
to that great poﬂuhr branch of the
Governmeut which specially represents
the people, and whose members, of all
those connected with Federal Govern.-
ment, are alone elected by the people 7

Haviog, then, the ordinary nod usual
suthority of every superior body, in-
vested with the exercise of a supreme
function, of determining for itsolf the
occasion whon it way be lawfully ex-
eroised, and haviog, therolore, the
authority to decide for itself whethor o
President has been chiosen by Lhorhu--
tors or not, and, if not, to then itsell
choose the President, who can lawful-
ydhpvu the suthority of the Presi-

ent whom the House of Repressuta-
tives may thus choose ?

TALKINO REBELLION,

Gentlemen who talk Iii.hllr. there-
fore, of baving the Viee President or
the Senate reccive snd count the vote
of Louisiana agaiost the objection of
the Hoase, or of choosing some suner-
getio man President of the Senate that
they may havean foreible officer to lead
the Rapublican party after the 4th of
March, or of an interregoum in which
Gen. Grant shall hold over, talk re-
bellion. The House of Representatives
will not refuse to attend the counting
of the electoral vote. It will permis
the counting of every vote which it may
judge lawful to be counted ; and no
vote ean be luwfully counted without
its econcurrepce or agniost s judg-
ment and direction. Whomever, by
the vote so counted, shall appear to
have the majority of all the electora
appointed will be President, and will
be accepted by the Democoratio party
as such; and whomever, ilf' no Pres-
dent be 5o chosen, the populur branch
of the Government shall then, in due
ferm, choose to be President, will bo
so ncoepted by thom ; and it will be
those who may seo fit to resist the ex-
ecutive, thus lawfully elected, who will
be defying the law.

And even if there has been nn omis-
siou in the Constitution, so that, striot-
ly, no one may be elected necording to
its provisions, what could be so in no-
ecord with the spirit of our Gevern-
ment a8 to agree upon aw executive,
chosen by the House of Representn-
tives, acling by States? That is,
chosen by men electod direotly by the

ople, as the electors are, and meling
E; States, as the electors do. It was
to the House of Representatives that
the Counstitution committed the elec-
tion of u President in the only son-
tingeney of a failure to choose by
electors then forescen. Had the con-
veation forescen the contingeney now
assumed by some it would, of courme,
have committed the election in such
contingeucy also to the House of Rep-
resentatives.

CONFORM TO THE SPIRIT OF THE CON-
BTITUTION,

Why, then, should not this great
peopls forbear strife,and adopit a courso
which, if no eourse be provided for by
the Constitation, would accord most
pearly with the spirit of the Coastitu.
tion? The more, as the result thus
reached would conform to the wish ol
the great body of the peaple, as just
expressed,

And here let me add that to talk of
a Senate, in which a mqjorilg of the
seuators reproscuted less than one-
fourth of the people, whose power to
choose a President is by the Uonstita-
tion eonfined, first to thae failure of the
eleotors to choosa one, and next tothe
failure of the House of Representa-
tives to ohoose by the 4th of March
following—=setting up as their presid.
ing officer & military dictator, to take
possession of the Government, agsinst
the President regularly chosen by the
Housa of Repressutatives and bscked
by an enormous populsr ority,
seems to me, even iu view of Mr. Frank
Blair's famous prophecy, idle.

Doubtedless the supremacy exercised
by the federal authority of laty years
aud the desire of property owners for
order, even at the price of eonstitation-
al liberty, has produced a pretty gon-
eral belief that apy one who can pom-
mand Federal troops can do anything,
But the question is not what Federal
troops can do, but who it is that is en-
titled to be their commander and hosd,
& wholly different question ; and upon
that question, I do nvot believe the
people will be found so anxious to sus-
tain fraud to keep the minority in pow-
ar, or so uowilling to maintaia their
constitutional rights as is assuwmed.

Truly your obedient servant,

Cranxson N, Porre.

No. 61 Wall streat, Nov. 21, 1876,

* You needn't take down any more
goods," she said to the weary olerk
who was half sab in wares, I
don't want to buy any, but my hus-
band's sister's niece i going to New
York, and she said she'd buy me what
I noeded there if the prices wero
evough lower than here to make it
worth while.”

A baby recontly ohristencd at New-
port wore #0000 worth of di
and a robe that cost 3,000, Unless
the poor babe has inherited some
bruins from ita grand-parsnts its little
head must be wofully empty,




